
Eliminated Items 
(Can not purchase or use at Mason)  

Single-Use Plastic Straws
Single-Use Plastic Water Bottles (any size); other single-use plastic bottles 
will be phased out, with very limited potential exemptions for product    
categories not able to be o�ered in the marketplace in better                     
alternatives (e.g., aluminum cans, glass, fountain/re�ll-based options, etc.)
Plastic Bags - Carry-out, grocery and convenience stores 
Plastic Bags - Sandwich or small storage bag  
Polystyrene Cups & Bowls (any size)  
Polystyrene Food Trays & Plates 
Polystyrene Hinged Containers
Single-Use Plastic Hinged Containers
Single-Use Plastic Food Service Containers (take-out)
Single-Use Plastic  Cups & Bowls (any size)
Single-Use Plastic Lids (any size)
Single Use Plastic Cutlery
Single-Use Plastic Plates (any size)
Single-Use Plastic Stirrers
Single-Use Co�ee Pods
Disposable Mop Supplies
Disposable Plastic Fencing
Balloons
Plastic/vinyl Tablecloths
Ribbon Containing Plastic
Plastic Name Tags
Confetti and Glitter
Small bin liners < 23 gallons (tentative elimination date in �scal year 2023, 
wherever feasible)

Other Reductions?
Large bin liners > 23 gallons (being reduced, other opportunities/            
alternatives to be evaluated).   

Single-Use Plastic Straws
Single-Use Plastic Water Bottles (any size); other single-use plastic 
bottles will
be phased out, with very limited potential exemptions for product
categories that are not offered in better alternatives in the marketplace 
(e.g., aluminum
cans, glass, fountain or refill-based options, etc.)
Plastic Bags - Carry-Out, Grocery, and Convenience Stores
Plastic Bags - Sandwich or Small Storage Bag
Polystyrene Cups and Bowls (any size)
Polystyrene Food Trays and Plates
Polystyrene Hinged Containers
Single-Use Plastic Hinged Containers
Single-Use Plastic Food Service Containers (take-out)
Single-Use Plastic Cups and Bowls (any size)
Single-Use Plastic Lids (any size)
Single Use Plastic Cutlery
Single-Use Plastic Plates (any size)
Single-Use Plastic Stirrers
Single-Use Coffee Pods
Disposable Mop Supplies
Disposable Plastic Fencing
Balloons
Plastic or Vinyl Tablecloths
Ribbon Containing Plastic
Plastic Name Tags
Confetti and Glitter
Small bin liners < 23 gallons (tentative elimination date scheduled in 
fiscal year 2023;
eliminate wherever feasible)

Note: additional single-use plastic and polystyrene items will be  
added for elimination as the Circular Economy and Zero Waste Task 
Force continues its work to identify feasible, best practice 
alternatives.

Other reductions?
Large bin liners > 23 gallons (reduction in use is ongoing, other
opportunities and alternatives will be evaluated).

(Can not be purchased or used at Mason)

Eliminated Items
Support the Circular Economy 
and Zero Waste Task Force's 
'Buy Less, Buy Better' strategy

Straws  >>  Acceptable compostable alternatives*. Items should be available upon 
request, which is especially important for folks with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
needs. 

Bottles  >>  Aluminum cans or bottles, refillable cups or bottles - either reusable or 
acceptable compostable alternatives* for refill. Check out our Fill it Forward partnership 
that supports resusables, clean water access, and food security projects!

Bags  >>  Using no bag, a backpack, reusable bag, or single-use paper bags with Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) certification and/or 100% post-consumer recycled (PCR) 
content paper. For sandwich baggies, first reduce overall use, then alternatives include 
reusable silicone bags, or acceptable compostable alternatives.* If reusable bags are 
purchased as giveaway items, search for reusable bags made with recycled content and 
sustainable sourcing that can be washed 100 or more times maximize the sustainable 
impact. 

Foodservice items  >>  All cups, plates, flatware, bowls, clamshells, lids, stirrers, sleeves, 
foodservice stickers, trays, etc. must be switched to reusable, aluminum, or acceptable 
compostable alternatives.*

Mop Supplies and Fencing  >>  Reusable mop supplies; reuse plastic or metal fencing.

Coffee Pods  >>  Reusable refill pod, or acceptable compostable alternatives*

Balloons, Ribbons, Confetti, Tablecloths, Glitter  >>  No alternative (reduce overall 
use), or use reusable items (e.g. reusable, washable tablecloths) or use paper-based 
tablecloths or celebration items. 

Name Tags  >>  Acceptable compostable alternatives*, or fill reusable options with paper 
name cards.

Small bin liners  >>  To be eliminated wherever feasible by the end of fiscal year 2023; 
opportunities and alternatives will be evaluated. 

Large bin liners  >>  Liner bags have been eliminated from the low-residue paper 
recycling stream. BPI-certified liners or no liners are recommended for bins collecting 
compost. The number of overall trash bins has been reduced and trash compactors are 
being piloted to reduce the overall volume of waste. Other opportunities and alternatives 
will be evaluated. 

*”Acceptable compostable alternatives”: Must hold a current Biodegradable Products Institute (BPI) or 
Compost Manufacturer Alliance (CMA) certification, specifically CMA-H. Purchased items must meet 
the third-party certifications. Do not purchase items that claim they are "biodegradable" or 
"compostable" unless they meet the third-party (BPI or CMA-H) certifications due to the risk of 
harmful per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS).




